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It is my sincere pleasure to serve, once again, as the President of the Indiana Sheep 

Association. And it is even more of a pleasure to write this first column for the new ISA news-
letter. It feels great to have a new communication piece for our members. I am also encouraged 
about the progress the Association is making through the various committees we have formed; 
you will read more about the work of these committees in this first newsletter. We have a great 
Board of Directors who are all committed to rejuvenating the Indiana Sheep Association and 
making it a vibrant source of information, assistance and promotion for all sheep and fiber 
enthusiasts in Indiana. 

All this renewed enthusiasm for the success of the Association doesn’t just happen on 
its own. We owe a huge debt of gratitude to our new Executive Director, Bob Benson. Bob has 
worked tirelessly for the benefit of the sheep industry, both in Indiana and nationally, for many 
years. He has volunteered his services in this position and has certainly been the catalyst that we 
have all needed (including me) to keep us on task with our various assignments.  

The other addition to our leadership team is the young lady who is the editor of this 
newsletter, among other duties; Emma Hopkins-O’Brien has been hired as our Administrative 
Assistant. Emma is no stranger to the sheep industry; she and her family have raised sheep near-
ly all her life and they have been regulars in the show ring at all levels of competition. Emma 
has an agricultural communications degree from Purdue and has been doing free-lance writing 
for several ag publications. She will be working directly with Bob and I look forward to the two 
of them being our dynamic duo to help all of us return ISA to a place of importance to our 
sheep producers. 

 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR :  From where I sit 

 
Back on October 31, 2017, I volunteered to take the position of Executive Director 

of the Indiana Sheep Association. Your Board of Directors accepted my offer with the under-
standing that I would receive no salary, no travel expenses and no other personal expenses. I felt 
the Association needed someone to keep the oar in the water and focus on those issues that can 
represent the membership and the Indiana sheep industry. 

My job is to make sure our efforts stay focused by working with the various commit-
tees and make sure they have the tools to do their job. I must say your Board of Directors have 
taken the ram by the horns and are working diligently to re-establish the Indiana Sheep Associ-
ation. 

Speaking of committees, the Membership Committee has made an outstanding effort 
to increase membership and their efforts have paid off. Thanks  you and over 100 others, ISA 
has had a sufficient increase in membership. The Communications Committee has evaluated …   
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Mission: 
The Indiana Sheep 

Association is a non-
profit organization 
that exists to serve, 

support and advance 
the Indiana sheep in-
dustry and Indiana 

agriculture. 

July 30, 2018 …  

ISA BOD meeting 

September 29, 2018 …  

Hoosier Sheep Symposium 

November 13, 2018 …  

Indiana Sheep and Wool  
Market Development  meeting 

 David Trotter 

PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 



Urinary calculi (water belly, stones) only affects male sheep and is most likely to occur in rams or 
wethers that are consuming a high grain diet.  The topic is timely as winter born lambs are now starting 
to eat grain diets either for finishing for market or as 4-H or FFA youth projects. 

Urinary calculi occurs when male sheep are consuming a diet that doesn’t have the correct calcium to 
phosphorous ratio.  Grains such as corn, milo, oats, and other feeds such as DDGS, are notoriously low 
in calcium and high in phosphorous.  This leads to an imbalance of these two minerals when rations that 
contain these ingredients are fed without a balancing of the calcium to phosphorous ratio.  The first step 
to preventing urinary calculi is to have a calcium ratio of 2 parts calcium to 1 part phosphorous in the 
diet dry matter.  When the ratio is lower the possibility of urinary calculi increases.  So when some feeds 
are fed (usually grains), the Ca:P ratio takes a hit from both sides; low Ca and high P.  This doesn’t mean 
that producers shouldn’t feed grains or feeds with low Ca or high P, it just means some preventive 
measures should be undertaken to avoid urinary calculi.  

When there is an imbalance of Ca and P in the diet, the bladder becomes basic and calculi (or 
stones) precipitate out of the urine and form crystals or stones in the bladder.  These are primarily made 
up of Ca and P.  The stones pass through the urethral tract during urination and can become lodged in 
the tract.  If there are large stones or many stones they can block the urethral tract and prevent urination.  
If this occurs, the animal’s life is endangered.  The bladder can be compromised, urine then is released 
into the body cavity and the animal becomes septic.  This doesn’t affect ewes as their urethral tract is large 
enough that they easily pass the formed calculi, but males have a much narrower tract and calculi can be-
come lodged much easier. 

Signs of urinary calculi include straining to urinate, kicking at stomach, low volume of urine pro-
duced, teeth grinding, and just generally distressed animals.  Once animals get to this stage, they can be 
treated for the condition, but the prognosis is usually poor.  A better strategy is to prevent urinary calculi. 
Prevention strategies include making sure the grain ration has the proper level of Ca : P in the diet.   

The easiest way of doing this is to add feed grade limestone to the grain mix.  Not products such as 
Dical or bone meal, as they contain P, but limestone as it is Ca only.  In addition to this, make sure the 
grain mix contains a urine acidifier.  The most common one is ammonium chloride and should be added 
at a rate of .5% of the grain mix (10 lbs per ton).  If complete show feeds or protein supplements are 
being used, producers should ask the company representatives the amount of ammonium chloride the 
final grain mix will contain based upon their recommended feed inclusion rates.  Also, ask about the final 
Ca:P, and if it isn’t at least 2:1, then it should be a concern.  Other strategies include increasing hay 
amount consumed, and increasing water consumption through the use of salt in ration or available free 
choice (this helps flush small crystals before they are large enough to block the tract). 

 
- Mike Neary, Extension Small Ruminant Specialist, Purdue University 

PURDUE REPORT 

 

INDIANA SHEEP AND WOOL CHECKOFF REPORT 
President’s Comments 

(continued) 

We all know that the 
sheep business has many segments of 
production; perhaps more than any 
other livestock industry in the US. 
But, it is extremely important that all 
those segments put aside their differ-
ences and work together to maintain 
a common appearance to consumers 
and the public as a whole. We can’t 
afford to be fragmented into special 
interest groups with agendas that are 
in direct conflict with one another. 
That fragmentation is what has 
spelled the demise of other indus-
tries in our country’s and world’s 
history. There are many groups out 
there that would like to see the total 
dismantle of 
animal agri-
culture; let’s 
not allow the 
sheep indus-
try to fall 
victim to 
their actions. A unified sheep indus-
try is a strong industry for all seg-
ments of sheep and fiber production! 

 

… how ISA best com-
municates with its’ members. The 
results of their evaluation was a 
recommendation was  to send a 
quarterly newsletter as a hard copy 
as well as by e-mail. You are read-
ing the first issue! The Symposium 
Committee is far ahead of last 
year’s planning. They have a date, a 
location and speakers confirmed. 
Look for more information else-
where in this newsletter. 

About a year ago, Presi-
dent David Trotter appointed a 
Strategic Planning Task Force to 
take a no hands barred determine 
the future of ISA. The Task Force 
outlined  a series of issues and 
concerns that needed addressed. 
Communications was a major con-
cern. This newsletter “INDIANA 
SHEEP NEWS” is a step to better 
communicate with members. 

We are making progress 
in the re-energize process of ISA. 
YES , more needs to be done and 
with your help and support we can 
continue down the road to recov-
ery “From Where I Sit”. 

- Bob Benson,  
Executive Director   

From where I sit (continued) 

The Wool and Lamb Checkoff board met on May 5, 2018.  At this meeting the board committed dollars to 
several projects around the state which we hope will enhance the sheep industry in Indiana.  Here is a list of 
some of the projects we approved at this meeting: 
1.  Improvements for the Wool Room at the State Fair 
2.  Continued support for the Sheep Shearing Contest at the State Fair 
3.  Support for a 4H sheep workshop 
4.  Support for Whitley Co. Lamb and Wool Ambassador 
5.  Provided funds for the Hoosier Sheep Symposium 
6.  Helped sponsor the Make It With Wool contest 
7.  Supported the All American Junior Sheep Show (held at the State Fairgrounds this year) 
8.  Funded a Vo-Ag and FACS lamb grading and cooking classes 
 
Ben Wilson (Dist.#1), Jane Smith (Dist.#4) and Steve Kennedy (Dist.#7) are the new board members this year 
and I would like to remind the producers in Districts 3,6 an 9 these positions are up for election next 
spring.  Anyone wanting more information please contact Ken McMichael at 1-812-820-1368 
- Ken McMichael, Indiana Sheep and Wool Market Development Council President 

“...the board committed dollars to several projects around the state which we hope will 
enhance the sheep industry in Indiana.”  -Ken McMicael, Indiana Sheep & Wool Checkoff President 



INDIANA DIRECTOR: ASI REPORT 

  

 

The Indiana Director is appointed to the ASI Board by the President of the Indiana Sheep Associa-
tion (ISA) and approved by the ISA Board. As a member of ISA, you also are a member of the American 
Sheep Industry (ASI). As an ASI member, you will receive a copy of Sheep Industry News. Sheep Industry 
News focuses on all aspects of our industry, including meat, wool and dairy production. 
            As an ASI board member, I have the opportunity to serve on ASI committees. Currently, I am serving 
on the Animal Health Committee. This year, we hope to focus on declaring the United States a scrapie-free 
country. This would be very beneficial to our current programs. Scrapie Free designation means we would have  

access to all world trade markets. Although we are not a major player in the market, having the Scrapie Free  
designation would allow us access to markets currently not available. The committee also studies and discusses 
 other health issues as they pertain to sheep health in all regions of the country.         
Lastly, I  also serve on the Lets Grow Committee, which works to grow the sheep industry in the United 
States. We look for ways to expand existing flocks, support starter flocks and improve efficiency in all aspects 
of our programs. We already know a booming industry is good for all of us – no matter what part of the 
country we live in, or in what segment of the industry we choose to spend our time and talents. 
            Should you have questions, feel free to contact me at  317-695-8619 or stanleypoe1962@gmail.com. 
- Stanley E. Poe,  
ASI Indiana Director 

STATE FAIR 

SCHEDULE 

STATE FAIR WOOL COMPETITIONS 

 Each year, the State Fair hosts a competition called 
“sheep to shawl”. Participants enroll as teams, and each is tasked 
with preparing washed or unwashed wool for carding, spinning, 
plying and then weaving it into a shawl—all in a four-hour time 
limit. Adult and youth teams can enter in their respective cate-
gories. The fleece used has only to be undyed and furnished by 
the team. 
It’s hard to believe, but this is the 15th year the youth teams 
from Conner Prairie have been participating at the Indiana State 
Fair Sheep to Shawl contest. Last year we had the greatest num-
ber of youth to train: 32 kids from 10- to 17-years-old, which 
meant there would be 8 kids per team. Thanks to Thelma Gou-
let we also had an adult team competing in their category.  
Last weekend we had a mock sheep-to-shawl as part of the training. The youth are beginning to think seriously 
about Sheep to Shawl. Those who want to be captains are stepping up and already working with their mentors 
as well as helping the “newbies” and discussing themes for each team. 
I would like to encourage everyone to come to the State Fair Sunday, August 19th in the Family Arts Building at 
10 a.m. to cheer on these remarkable young people and adult participants in the Sheep to Shawl contest. All 
monies awarded to the youth go back into the Conner Prairie Spinning Program, so we can be back next year. 
Anyone interested in competing in this year’s contest may enroll through the Indiana State Fair website: 
https://exhibitorscorner.indianastatefair.com/  - Sue Payne, Textile Specialist at Conner Prairie 

August 3— 4-H showmanship at 8 

a.m. Open wool show judging at 10 

a.m. 

August 4— 4-H Market Lamb Judg-

ing begins at  8 a.m. 

Autust 5— Make it with Wool compe-

tition at 2 p.m. (Indiana Arts Build-

ing) 

August 8— 4-H fitting contest at 

3:30 p.m. Open youth halter at 5 p.m. 

followed by  Open Lead class. 

August 9— Breeding ewe showman-

ship at  8 a.m.  

August 10— 4-H Texel, Katahdin, 

Shetland, Shropshire, Montadale, 

Oxford, Horned Dorset, Suffolk, Dor-

set,  North Country Cheviot Columbia, 

Hampshire, Southdown, Border Che-

viot, Tunis, Lincoln, Natural Colored, 

Dorset Advantage, Corriedale shows 

start at 7:30 a.m. 

August 11—4-H breeding sheep show 

continues, Commercial Ewes start at 8 

a.m. 

August 12— Open Hampshire, Com-

mercial, Southdown show at 8:30 a.m. 

August 13— Open Natural Corridale, 

Columbia, Rambouillet & Natural 

Colored ,Texel, Tunis and North 

Country Cheviot show at 8:30 a.m. 

 August 14—Open Shetland, 

Katahdin, Horned Dorset, Oxfords, 

Cheviot and Montadale shows at 8:30 

a.m. 

August 15— Open Shropshire, Polled 

Dorset, Suffolk and Dorper show at  

8:30 a.m. 

August 19— Sheep to Shawl  

competition, 10 a.m.        

(Indiana arts building) 
 “The first step to preventing urinary calculi is to have a calcium ratio of 2 parts  

calcium to 1 part phosphorous in the diet dry matter.”   
       

A young lady learns to card wool in preparation 
for the State Fair’s Sheep to Shawl contest. 

The 2018 Indiana Make It with Wool Contest will take place at the Indiana 
State Fair August 5, 2017.  The contest, sponsored by the Indiana Sheep 
Association, will be held in the Indiana Arts Building on the Fairgrounds with 
registration beginning at 9 a.m. and judging at 9:30 a.m. A fashion show will 
follow at 2 p.m.   Placing & winners will be announced at this time. 

Deadline for entry is July 6, 2018. Entry forms can be found on the 
Indiana Make It With Wool Facebook page or National Make It With 
Wool website (http://www.nationalmakeitwithwool.com/). 
For more information, or if you are interested in sponsoring, check out the 
Indiana Make it With Wool Facebook page, or reach out to state director, 
Robyn Heine at robynheine@yahoo.com – 317-873-5125. (continued right) 

Conner Prairie youth learn to 

weave their hand-spun yarn.

                 Make it With  
              Wool, (continued) 
Please encourage your 4-H 

Sewing project members to consider 
this contest.  A 4-H project garment 
that complies with the wool contest 
rules also may be entered in the con-
test.  Arrangements have been made 
for garments chosen for the 4-H sew-
ing exhibit at the State Fair to be 
released temporarily for entry on Au-
gust 5.  

- Robyn Heine, Indiana 
State Make it With Wool Director. 

- Mike Neary, Purdue 

Specialist 

mailto:stanleypoe1962@gmail.com
https://exhibitorscorner.indianastatefair.com/
mailto:robynheine@yahoo.com
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Indiana Sheep Association 
3506 Heathcliff Ct. 

Westfield, IN 46074. 

Don’t Forget to  
visit the ISF  

 

Wool  
Room! 

 
 
 

Now in two locations:  
the Blue Ribbon Pavilion (Sheep Barn)  

and the Indiana Farmers Coliseum 

To view this newsletter in color 
visit the  

 
ISA 

Website: 
 
 
 
 

http://indianasheep.com/ 
Or contact us at  

executive@indianasheep.com  


